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A Message from our President: Duane Johnson 

Rising to the Challenge: the 2020 Convention 
 
 The COVID-19 pandemic has challenged all of us to adapt, both in our family lives and in our working 

relationships with others. I have noticed how several Kansas Authors Club districts have adapted to the need to 

cancel or curtail district activities. Those of you who are looking for ideas might want to pay special attention to 

what Jim Potter and District 6 have been doing. 

 Planning this yearõs convention also has been a challenge. The 2020 Convention Planning Committee has done 

an excellent job preparing for October. Seldom have we had two keynote speakers with the credentials of Poet 

Laureate Huascar Medina and an Oscar-winning screen writer Kevin Wilmott. The line-up of workshops is also 

stellar. 

 One of the changes you will notice this year is the absence of a state board meeting and annual members 

meeting. These will take place during the next weekend. 

 At every convention, much work is behind the scenes, and thus goes unnoticed. This year is no exception; 

moreover, an addition to the behind-the-scenes work is the Webinar team of Curtis Becker, Tracy Million 

Simmons, Carol Yoho, and myself. As you join us online during this yearõs convention, one or more of us will 

continually be present, manipulating the controls. We will be doing everything we can do to make all events go as 

smoothly as possible. I am sure we will have a few glitches, and I thank you for your patience and understanding 

ahead of time. 

¦ǇŘŀǘŜŘ фκолκнлнл 

wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōƛƴŀǊǎ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ ŜƳŀƛƭ 
ǘƘŜȅ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴ ŀǘ {ǳōƳƛǧŀōƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ƻƴ 
CǊƛŘŀȅΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нΣ нлнлΦ  

! ŦŜǿ ƴƻǘŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀǧŜƴŘŀƴŎŜΥ 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ǿŜōƛƴŀǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻǇŜƴ ŦƻǊ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŜǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŜȄƛǘ ŀǘ ǿƛƭƭΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŬƴŜ ǘƻ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ŀ 
ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǿŜōƛƴŀǊ Ім ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ф ŀΦƳΦ ǎŜŎǝƻƴΣ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǿƛǘŎƘ ǘƻ ŀ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ 
ŦǊƻƳ ²ŜōƛƴŀǊ Ін ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ мл ŀΦƳΦ ǎŜŎǝƻƴΦ 

¶ aƻǎǘ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛƴ άŀǧŜƴŘŜŜέ ƳƻŘŜΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
ǿŀǘŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴΣ ōǳǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƴ ŎŀƳŜǊŀΦ tŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘȅǇŜŘ 
ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘΦ bƻǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ 
ŀǧŜƴŘŜŜǎ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ άŎŀƳŜǊŀ-ƻƴέ ƳƻŘŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎΦ 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ǿŜōƛƴŀǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀŘŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅǎ 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴΦ aƻǎǘ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ 
¢ƘƻǎŜ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ōȅ Yŀƴǎŀǎ IǳƳŀƴƛǝŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ǿŜŜƪΦ 

¶ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛƴƪǎ Ǿƛŀ ŜƳŀƛƭΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 
ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƪŀƴǎŀǎŀǳǘƘƻǊǎŎƭǳōϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǧŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǝƳŜƭȅ ƳŀƴƴŜǊΦ  



SATURDAY , OCTOBER 3 - WEBINAR  #1 
 

MORNING  WEBINAR  #1 
 

9 a.m. Workshop #1: Jos® Faus, òCambiaron Mi 
Nombre/They Changed My Nameó 

 *Note that this workshop will be a 15 minute 
presentation followed by face-to-face discussion with 
the presenter. Attendees will be invited to appear by 
video and talk with the presenter during the workshop
- funded by Humanities Kansas (recording will 
remain available for one week) 

 
10 a.m. Workshop #2: Kerrie Flanagan, ò10 Tips for 
Writing Successful Fictionó - sponsored by POD 
Print, Wichita, KS 

 
11 a.m. Workshop #3: Chris McKitterick, òScience 
Fiction Futures: Writing Transformative Change.ó  

 
 
SATURDAY  AFTERNOON  WEBINAR  #1 
 

2 p.m. Presentation of Childrenõs awards, Grades 1-12 
3 p.m. Huascar Medina presentation for youth writers, 
òTheó and òIó are cancelled. 

 
 
 
 
SATURDAY  EVENING  WEBINAR  #1 
6 p.m. Book Awards 
6:30 p.m. Member Service & Merit Awards 
7 p.m. Huascar Medina Keynote, òAre you my ally?ó 

Convention Schedule 
Friday, October 2  If you are new to Zoom, join us at 6:30 for a quick introduction. 
7 p.m. Poetry read-around (Regular zoom meeting; Breakout rooms as necessary) 

SATURDAY , OCTOBER 3 - WEBINAR  #2 
 

Morning Webinar #2 
 

9 a.m. Workshop #4:  Toni Cummings, òConnecting 
Breath to Creativityó 

 
 
 
 
 
 
10 a.m. Workshop #5: Huascar Medina, òMay Our 
Voices Ring Trueó - funded by Humanities Kansas
(recording will remain available for one week) 

 
11 a.m. Workshop #6: Angela Bates,  òChildren of the 
Promised Landó- funded by Humanities Kansas
(recording will remain available for one week) 

 
SATURDAY  AFTERNOON  WEBINAR  #2 
 

2 p.m. Workshop #7:  Richard Gwin, òCuba: Faces & 
Placesó 

 
3 p.m. Workshop #8: Mark Wentling, memoir 

writing: òBorn in Kansas, Made in Africaó 
 
4 p.m. Workshop #9: Kevin Rabas, òWriting and 
Performing to Musicó *Note that this workshop will 
be a short presentation followed by face-to-face 
discussion with the presenter. Attendees will be 
invited to appear by video and interact with the 
presenter during the workshop 

SUNDAY , OCTOBER 4 
7:30 a.m.  Rosemary Time (Regular zoom meeting) 
 
SUNDAY  MORNING  WEBINAR  #1 
9 a.m. Workshop #10: Michael Pearce, òDorothy was 
right, . . . Thereõs no place like home. Being a 
Kansan helped it all happenó 

 
10 a.m. Workshop #11: Poetry Panel, Roy Beckemeyer, 
Bill Karnowski, Kris Polansky, òWords on the Page: 
A Look at the Creative Processó 

 
SUNDAY  AFTERNOON  WEBINAR  #1 
1 p.m.  Adult Literary Contest Awards Presentation 
2:30 p.m. Kevin Wilmott Keynote Address 
3:15 p.m. Announcement of 2021 Convention in Topeka 

SUNDAY , OCTOBER 4 
 
 
SUNDAY  MORNING  WEBINAR  #2 
9 a.m. Workshop #12: Barbara Waterman-Peters, 
òYour Story and My Art: A Collaborationó  

 
10 a.m. Workshop #13: Rich Hawkins, òWriting for 
Radio Broadcastó 

¦ǇŘŀǘŜŘ фκолκнлнл 



The Book Room Game 
.ǳȅ м ōƻƻƪ  ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ŀ ǇǊƛȊŜ 

.ǳȅ ŀƴȅ о  ōƻƻƪǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ 

.ǳȅ ŀƴȅ р ōƻƻƪǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ 

.ǳȅ с Ґ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǧƭŜ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ǘǿƛŎŜΣ ōƛƎ ƻƴŎŜΗ 

.ǳȅ мл Ґ ŜƴǘŜǊ ōƻǘƘ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎǎ ǘǿƛŎŜΗ 

 

Iƻǿ ǘƻ tƭŀȅΥ 
¶ ±ƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǊǘǳŀƭ .ƻƻƪǊƻƻƳ 

¶ tǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŜ 

¶ {ǳōƳƛǘ ŀ  ǎŜƭŬŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ōƻƻƪǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛȊŜΦ 9Ƴŀƛƭ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ǘƻ ƪŀƴǎŀǎŀǳǘƘƻǊǎŎƭǳōϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎΦ  

¶ ¢ƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ о ǘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ƎŜǘ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎΗ 

 
¢ƘŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ƭƛƴƪ ƛǎ Υ 

ƘǧǇǎΥκκƛǎǎǳǳΦŎƻƳκƪŀƴǎŀǎŀǳǘƘƻǊǎŎƭǳōκ 

{ŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ нлнл ±ƛǊǘǳŀƭ /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴ {ǘŀŎƪΦ 

 

ϝ{ŀŘƭȅΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŜƭƭ ōƻƻƪǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ 

ŀǧŜƴŘŜŜǎ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǇ ŀƴŘ ōǳȅ ōƻƻƪǎ ōȅ Yŀƴǎŀǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΦ 

¢ƘŜ ōƻƻƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ ōƻƻƪǊƻƻƳ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ȅƻǳǊ  ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ōƻƻƪ-ōǳȅƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭǎΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ Ƙŀǎ 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ŀǘ L{{¦¦ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƻƻƪǎΦ 

¦ǇŘŀǘŜŘ фκолκнлнл 

 

 

±ƛǎƛǘ hǳǊ {ƛƭŜƴǘ !ǳŎǝƻƴ ƻƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ 
This is a fundraiser for District 7 of Kansas Authors Club. 
KAC is a 501(c). Your bids are tax deductible donations 
as are the items donated. Have fun! 
 
Click this link to get to the silent auction page on 
Facebook. If you are not on Facebook, please consider 
asking a friend or family member to help you visit and 
bid.  The address if you have trouble with the link is 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/360985818246597 
 
The images are a selection of the items in the Silent 
Auction as of 9/19/2020. Check back for new items! 

! ōƻƻƪ ōȅ ŀƴ 

ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ǿƘƻ 

ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜ 

ƛƴ Yŀƴǎŀǎ 

! нлнл Y!/ 

!ǿŀǊŘ ²ƛƴƴƛƴƎ 

.ƻƻƪ 

! tƻŜǘǊȅ .ƻƻƪ 

IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ 

CƛŎǝƻƴ ǎŜǘ ƛƴ 

Yŀƴǎŀǎ 

! /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 

.ƻƻƪ 

! aȅǎǘŜǊȅ ƻǊ 

{ǳǎǇŜƴǎŜ bƻǾŜƭ 

! .ƻƻƪ ²ǊƛǧŜƴ 

ōȅ ŀ ²ƻƳŀƴ 

! .ƻƻƪ ²ǊƛǧŜƴ 

ōȅ ŀ aŀƴ 

! .ƻƻƪ ǿƛǘƘ 

aǳƭǝǇƭŜ 

!ǳǘƘƻǊǎ 

! .ƻƻƪ ōȅ ŀ 

²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ 

tǊŜǎŜƴǘŜǊ 

! .ƻƻƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 

bŀǘǳǊŜ {ŎŜƴŜ 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǾŜǊ 

! .ƻƻƪ ōȅ ŀƴ 

!ǳǘƘƻǊ ȅƻǳ 

ƘŀǾŜ bŜǾŜǊ aŜǘ 

.ŜŦƻǊŜ 

! .ƻƻƪ ōȅ ŀƴ 

!ǳǘƘƻǊ ¸ƻǳ 

Yƴƻǿ ²Ŝƭƭ 

! .ƻƻƪ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 

ǿƛƭƭ DƛǾŜ ŀǎ ŀ 

DƛƊ 

! aŜƳƻƛǊ 

https://issuu.com/kansasauthorsclub/stacks/54eff535c94540a1a638013d7f9e975d
https://www.facebook.com/groups/360985818246597


He also co-wrote and is the Executive Producer 
of the critically acclaimed film, Chi-Raq also di-
rected by Spike Lee. The film is on numerous 
òBest of 2015ó lists, including best film and best 
screenplay by The New Yorker Magazine. 
 

Award winning Films written and directed by 
Willmott include Ninth Street, CSA-Confederate 
States of America, the Battle for Bunker Hill, Jayhawk-
ers, and Destination Planet Negro. Documentaries 
directed by Willmott include: From Separate to 
Equal: The Creation of Truman Medical Center, Gor-
don Parks Elementary, Fast Break: The Legendary 
Coach John Mclendon, and William Allen White: 
Whatõs the Matter with Kansas. 

 

He co-wrote with Spike Lee the feature film, Da 5 
Bloods for Netflix. He recently co-wrote and directed 
the feature film The 24th, about the Houston Riot of 
1917.   
 

Willmott grew up in Junction City, Kansas, and attend-
ed Marymount College, receiving his BA in Drama. Af-
ter graduation, he returned home, working as a peace 
and civil rights activist, fighting for the rights of the 
poor, creating two Catholic Worker shelters for the 
homeless, and forcing the integration of several long-
standing segregated institutions. He attended graduate 
studies at New York University, Tisch School of the 
Arts, receiving several writing awards and his M.F.A. in 
Dramatic Writing. Willmott is a Professor in the Media 
and Film Studies Department of Kansas University. 

Kevin Willmott 
Sunday Keynote Speaker 
Writing about Race, History, America and 
the Urgency of  Now 
 

Willmott will discuss writing Blackkklansman, Da 5 
Bloods, Jayhawkers, and CSA Confederate States of America. 
Exploring what these films say about our lives as 
Americans and how writing can create a more demo-
cratic nation. 
  

Kevin Willmott won an Academy Award and the 
BAFTA (British Academy award) for co-writing with 
Spike Lee the feature film Blackkklansman. The film 
also won the Grand Prix at the Cannes film Festival. 

 
 
Huascar Medina 
Saturday Evening Keynote Speaker 
Are You My Ally? 
 

 

Huascar Medina is a poet, writer, performer, and Liter-
ary Editor for seveneightfive magazine who lives in Topeka. 
He has published two books of poetry, How to Hange the 
Moon (2017) and Un Mango Grows in Kansas (2020).     
He is the current poet laureate of Kansas (2019 - 2021). 
 
  



Angela Bates 
Children of the Promised Land 
 
Nicodemus, a small, unincorporated 
town in Graham County, is the only 
remaining western town established by 
African Americans during the Recon-
struction Period after the Civil War. 
Today the town is a National Historic 
Site. This pictorial history explores the 
unique experience of mothers and 
their children in Nicodemus, some of 
whom were the first members of their 
families born free. This discussion will 
explore the dynamics of child-rearing 
during and after slavery, stories of chil-
dren conceived in slavery but born 
free, and how baby names were 
changed or used to reflect attitudes 
about free-born children.  
 
Bates, a Nicodemus descendant and 
historian, is the executive director and 
founder of the Nicodemus Historical 
Society. Working with the Nicodemus 
community, the National Park Service, 
and Senators Dole and Roberts, she 
helped designate Nicodemus as a Na-
tional Historic Site. Angela presents 
educational programs to cultural or-
ganizations across the nation, covering 
the history of Nicodemus, Exodusters 
and black towns in the West, Buffalo 
Soldiers, and black women in the 
West. Her series of childrenõs books, 
Adventures of Nicodemus Annie, focus on 
the history of Nicodemus. Angela 
joined the Humanities Speakers Bu-
reau in 2010.  

Toni Cummings 
Connecting Breath to Creativity 
 
Connecting Breath to Creativity, a 
practice of mindfulness in movement, 
will provide the participant with an 
awareness of how intentional breath-
ing leads to a deeper level of focus. 
Central to this practice is acknowledg-
ment of the creative energy generated 
by the body-mind-spirit interconnec-
tion. Various òposturesó combined 
with rhythmic breathing and flowing 
movement helps establish calm, inten-
sify concentration, and relieve stress.  
 
Note: In addition to having a nearby 
water bottle, a sturdy, armless chair on 
which to sit and hold onto while 
standing, participants should wear 
comfortable, stretchable clothing.  
 
Cummings teaches yoga and fitness 
classes to all levels through her small 
business, The Breath Connection, and 
as adjunct instructor at Northwest 
Kansas Technical College in Good-
land, Kansas, where she grew up and 
has lived most of her life. After earn-
ing her Bachelor of Arts degree from 
Fort Hays State University, Cummings 
taught junior and senior high school 
Language Arts for twenty-four years 
before retiring in 2011. She has been a 
member of KAC District 7 since 2019. 

José Faus 
Cambiaron Mi Nombre /  
They Changed My Name* 
 
This presentation brings together the 
dynamics of immigration told through 
the lens of visual art and poetry. It 
showcases an interactive exploration of 
a personal journey from the heart of 
Colombia to the heart of the United 
States, exploring the conundrum of 
belonging in unfamiliar surroundings 
while straddling two different cultures 
and narratives. Presentation available in 
English and Spanish. 
 
Faus is a writer, performer, visual artist, 
and independent teacher/mentor with 
an interest in the role of artists as crea-
tive catalysts for community building. 
He is a founder of the Latino Writers 
Collective and sits on the boards of the 
UMKC Friends of the Library, The 
Latino Writers Collective, and Char-
lotte Street Foundation. 
 
His chapbook, This Town Like That, was 
released by Spartan Press. His first 
book of poetry, The Life and Times of José 
Calderon, was published by West 39 
Press. 



 

Kerrie Flanagan  
10 Tips for  
Successful Fiction  
Writing 
 
Strong writing packs a punch and has a 
better chance of resonating with read-
ers (along with agents and editors). It 
creates vivid imagery, an engaging sto-
ry, and intriguing characters. In this 
workshop, author and writing consult-
ant, Kerrie Flanagan will teach you 10 
tips for writing successful fiction that 
you can begin implementing into your 
work right away. By understanding the 
elements that constitute strong fiction 
writing you will increase the likelihood 
of success and provide readers a satis-
fying book experience.  
 
Kerrie Flanagan is an author, writing 
consultant, instructor with Stanford 
Continuing Studies, and freelance writ-
er with over 20 yearsõ experience in the 
publishing industry. She is the author 
of, The Writerõs Digest Guide to Maga-
zine Article Writing. In addition, she 
has published thirteen other books, 
with a co-author under the pen 
names, C.K. Wiles and C.G. Harris. 
Her work has appeared in publications 
including Writerõs Digest, Alaska Maga-
zine, The Writer, and six Chicken Soup for 
the Soul books. Sheõs worked with hun-
dreds of authors through classes and 
individual consultations. Now, as the 
cofounder of the Wordsmith Insti-
tute,  she coordinates one-day online 
writing conferences. 
KerrieFlanagan.com 
https://Wordsmith.Institute  
https://www.facebook.com/
KerrieFlanaganWriter/ 
 
 

Richard Gwin 
Cuba: Faces and Places 
 
Richard Gwin graduated from Pratt 
High School in 1968 and, after high 
school, attended Pratt Junior College 
for two years. His aspirations then led 
him to transfer to the University of 
Kansas to study Fine Arts. He then 
set his sights on the Photojournalism 
School. During his three semesters in 
the Photojournalism Program, Rich-
ard received a part-time position at 
the Lawrence Journal-World. After 
two years in that position, he became 
the head photographer for the next 
few years. For the next forty years he 
held the spot as Senior Photographer, 
retiring in 2016. Richardõs many hob-
bies and interests include drag racing, 
fishing, gardening, fearless cooking, 
and building his own home. Recently 
Richard has turned out his second self
-published book, this one on Cuba, 
showing the change since 1992. He 
gives personal tours of Cuba.  
 
Gwin has garnered multiple awards 
from the Kansas Press Association, 
including Award of Excellence in 
Online Video, Feature Photograph 
Award, and Award of Excellence. He 
has also earned recognition for pho-
tography from the International Asso-
ciation of Fire Fighters and for news 
reporting from SNA Newspapers and 
the Associated Press.  

Rich Hawkins 
Writing for Radio Broadcast 
 
Hawkins will discuss the key aspects of 
writing for radio broadcast: 

¶ In writing for radio, you must be 
very sound conscious 

¶ Use simple direct words that are 
easy to pronounce and understand  

¶ Everything must be timed to fit the 
exact time allotted and the pro-
gramming format 

¶ Nothing is ready for performance 
until the writer has read it aloud  

 
Hawkins began his broadcast career at 
the age of 20 at KXXX in Colby. After 
15 years, he moved to KRVN in Lex-
ington, Nebraska, for 17 years. The 
next 5 years, Hawkins worked at WHB 
in Kansas City. Hawkins is presently 
retired in Colby, Kansas, where he 
writes and performs a weekly five-
minute program for KXXX Colby and 
KYVZ Atwood. 

ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ōȅ 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1440351244/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=hotch-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=1440351244&linkId=5c15b8a40c83f3a888d117f1bcf16f27
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1440351244/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=hotch-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=1440351244&linkId=5c15b8a40c83f3a888d117f1bcf16f27
https://www.kerrieflanagan.com/ckwiles.com
https://www.cgharris.net/
https://www.wordsmith.institute/
https://www.wordsmith.institute/
http://kerrieflanagan.com/
https://wordsmith.institute/
https://www.facebook.com/KerrieFlanaganWriter/
https://www.facebook.com/KerrieFlanaganWriter/


Chris McKitterick 
Science Fiction Futures: Writing 
Transformative Change 
 

Science fiction is the literature of the 
human species encountering change, 
whether it arrives via scientific 
discoveries, technological innovations, 
natural events, or societal shifts. In this 
workshop, Chris will talk about writing 
fiction set after the world-shaking 
changes we'll soon see (if civilization 
makes ité). 
 

When writing in a world more than 10 
years into the futureñespecially more 
than 20 yearsñyou must account for 
t h ree  fundamenta l  a reas  o f 
technological change that will utterly 
alter what it means to be human. Chris 
will discuss the power of science 
fiction in responding to the trans-
formative changes we will see in our 
lifetime, and how you can write work set 
in the near future that doesn't 
immediately feel obsolete. Afterward, 
he'll send everyone home with links to 
lots of SF-writing resources created 
especially for attendees. 
 

Chris McKitterick  has lived in seven 
states and two countries but calls 
Lawrenceñwhere he teaches science 
fiction and writing at KUñhome. His 
newest short fiction, òAshes of 
Exploding Suns, Monuments to Dust,ó 
won the AnLab Readerõs Award for 
best novelette. His debut novel 
was Transcendence. Current projects 
includeAd Astra Road Trip, Empire Ship, 
Stories from a Perilous Youth, and more. 
Heõs a popular speaker, Campbell 
Award juror and chair, and Gunn 
Center for the Study of Science Fiction 
director. He sees surviving his youth as 
evidence of quantum realities.   
Facebook |  Instagram |  Tumblr |  Twi
tter |  Christopher-McKitterick.com 

Michael Pearce 
A Forty-Year Career of Outdoor 
Writing (Dorothy was right, ò. . . 
Thereõs no place like home.ó Be-
ing a Kansan helped it all hap-
pen.)  
 

Jimmy Carter was handing the keys to 
the White House to Ronald Reagan 
when Michael Pearce sold his first arti-
cle on the outdoors. About 6,000 by-
lines and hundreds of millions of reads 
or views later, heõs still producing. Heõll 
explain how being a lifelong Kansan 
has helped him consistently produce 
quality text, come up with unique story 
angles, and be able to get stories other 
writers can not. 
 

A subscription to Outdoor Life, gifted 
from his grandmother, ignited Pearceõs 
passion for writing when he was six 
years old. He spent much of his child-
hood telling people heõd someday write 
for that magazine and others. His sen-
ior year at KU he did exactly that, with 
national features in Outdoor Life and 
other publications. A nearly 40-year 
career has established Pearce as the top 
conveyer of the outdoor experience in 
Kansas. He was the outdoors writer/
photographer for the Wichita Eagle for 
17 years, had a 19-year career as an in-
dependent writer, and his outdoors arti-
cles appeared in the Wall Street Journal, 
Sports Illustrated and several luxury travel 
magazines.  
 

A 6th-generation Kansan from Tong-
anoxie, he and his wife, Dr. Kathy 
Pearce, moved to Lawrence two years 
ago. Heõs currently semi-retired, writing 
for a variety of Kansas-based publica-
tions. 

Huascar Medina 
May Our Voices Ring True 
 
Poetry is a lens that can be both mi-
croscopic and telescopic, representing 
the ò. . . clear expression of mixed 
feelings,ó as poet W.H. Auden sug-
gests. Poetry creates space where we 
can discover ourselves, find our 
place, and revel in beauty and truth. 
But through poetry we can also find 
connection with one another. Poet 
Mahmoud Darwish said it like this: 
òPoetry and beauty are always making 
peace. When you read something 
beautiful you find coexistence; it 
breaks walls down.ó This presenta-
tion will use poetry to help us find 
our voices, share our words, and dis-
cover what truly connects us. May 
our voices ring true, and may our 
truth have the grace of beauty.  
 
Huascar Medina is a poet, writer, per-
former, and Literary Editor for 
seveneightfive magazine who lives in To-
peka. He is the current poet laureate 
of Kansas (2019 - 2021).  

http://www.christopher-mckitterick.com/
https://www.patreon.com/posts/ashes-of-suns-to-25231866
https://www.patreon.com/posts/ashes-of-suns-to-25231866
https://locusmag.com/2019/05/2018-analog-anlab-and-asimovs-readers-awards/
http://christopher-mckitterick.com/Me/chrisnovels.htm#Transcendence
http://christopher-mckitterick.com/Me/chrisnovels.htm#JackandStella
http://christopher-mckitterick.com/Me/chrisnovels.htm#EmpireShip
http://christopher-mckitterick.com/Me/chrisnovels.htm#JackandStella
https://www.patreon.com/mckitterick/posts?filters%5btag%5d=Perilous%20Youth
http://www.sfcenter.ku.edu/campbell.htm
http://www.sfcenter.ku.edu/campbell.htm
http://www.sfcenter.ku.edu/
http://www.sfcenter.ku.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/Christopher.McKitterick
https://www.instagram.com/chris_mckitterick/
http://mckitterick.tumblr.com/
https://twitter.com/mckitterick
https://twitter.com/mckitterick
http://www.christopher-mckitterick.com/


Barbara Waterman-Peters 
Your Story and My Art:  
A Collaboration 
 
Explore different methods by which 
the author and the artist/graphic de-
signer, working in tandem, can create 
an attractive literary product. With so 
many options today there is no reason 
for a book with poor visual appeal. 
Whether you have written fiction, non-
fiction, a memoir, a childrenõs book, or 
a collection of poems, your book can 
be a source of pride.  
 

Barbara Waterman-Peters, (BFA, 
Washburn University, MFA, Kansas 
State University, Honorary Doctor of 
Fine Arts, Washburn University) whose 
award-winning work is in museum, 
corporate, and private collections. She 
was a founding member of the Collec-
tive Art Gallery (1987-2014) and is a 
charter member of Circle of 7. She has 
shown regionally, nationally and inter-
nationally in over 275 solo, invitational 
and juried exhibitions. Waterman-
Peters taught at Washburn and Kansas 
State Universities as well as for Lassen 
Community College in California. She 
was the staff artist for the Washburn 
University Theater from 1999 until 
2016. In 2010 she founded STUDIO 
831, an artistsõ space and gallery in the 
North Topeka Arts & Entertainment 
District (NOTO). 
 

She is co-founder of Pen & Brush 
Press with author Glendyn Buckley. 
She and Glendyn each received a Chil-
drenõs Book Award from Kansas Au-
thors Club for their work on their sec-
ond book, Bird. She writes articles 
about art and artists for TOPEKA 
Magazine and other publications. 

Mark Wentling 
Memoir Writing: Born in Kan-
sas, Made in Africa 
 
Wentling shares his experiences as a 
Kansan spending half a century in 
Africa. He provides information 
about the complex continent of Afri-
ca and of 54 of its countries. Wentling 
has published a three-volume Africa 
Memoir. (Link to Markõs book on 
YouTube.)   
 
Mark Wentling obtained his bache-
lorõs degree from Wichita State Uni-
versity. He served as a Peace Corps 
Volunteer in Honduras, Togo, Ga-
bon, and Niger. In 1977, he began 
working for the U.S. Agency for In-
ternational Development (USAID) in 
Niger and later served as its principal 
officer in Guinea, Togo/Benin, An-
gola, Somalia and Tanzania. Follow-
ing retirement from the U.S. Senior 
Foreign Service, Mark continued to 
work as an advisor for the Great 
Lakes Region, then with USAID Mis-
sions in Zambia, Malawi, Guinea and 
Senegal.  
 
His many jobs and travels in Africa, 
visiting all 54 African countries, con-
tributed to the completion of his lat-
est book, Africa Memoir: 50 Years, 54 
Countries, One American Life. Those 
who know him well say he was born 
and raised in Kansas but made in Af-
rica. 
 

Kevin Rabas 
Writing and Performing  
to Music 
 
Kevin Rabas supplies the prompts, and 
we will write and perform with live 
music, particularly drum. There is a 
long legacy of spoken word combined 
with music, stretching hundreds of 
years and across countless cultures, 
featuring scops, bards, troubadours, 
and more. (No experience necessary. 
Open to writers of both poetry and 
prose.)  
 
Past Poet Laureate of Kansas (2017-
2019) Kevin Rabas teaches at Emporia 
State University, where he leads the 
poetry and playwriting tracks and 
chairs the Department of English, 
Modern Languages, and Journalism. 
He has twelve books, including Lisaõs 
Flying Electric Piano, a Kansas Notable 
Book and Nelson Poetry Book Award 
winner. He is the recipient of the Em-
poria State Presidentõs and Liberal Arts 
& Sciences Awards for Research and 
Creativity, and he is the winner of the 
Langston Hughes Award for Poetry.   

tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜŎπ

ƻǊŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ 

ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ 

ŀǧŜƴŘŜŜǎ ǘƻ ǾƛŜǿ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ 

ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ǝƳŜ ŀƊŜǊ 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴΦ  

https://youtu.be/VWI8lM995tA
https://youtu.be/VWI8lM995tA




Three PoetsñPoetry Panel 

Kris Polansky experiments with var-
ious poetic forms, studying how con-
tent and form shape each other. Four 
of her poems were published 
in Tallgrass Voices: Poems from Members 
of the Kansas Authors Club, Gary Lech-
liter, Editor (Hill Song Press 2011). 
She has shared many others over the 
years with Kansas Authors Club 
members and with her Manhattan, 
Kansas, community. She plans to 
share a sonnet, a sestina, and a short 
free-verse piece, briefly discussing 
why those forms fit the subject mat-
ters she chose to explore. Her pro-
cess for getting from inspiration to 
words on a page remains consistent, 
no matter which poetic form she uses 
and how serious the subject matter. 
As she will explain, her process can 
be summed up in one word: Play. 

Roy Beckemeyerõs latest poetry 
collection is Mouth Brimming 
Over (Blue Cedar Press, 2019). Stage 
Whispers (Meadowlark Books, 2018) 
won the 2019 Nelson Poetry Book 
Award. Amanuensis Angel (Spartan 
Press, 2018) comprised ekphrastic 
poems inspired by depictions of 
angels in works of art. Music I Once 
Could Dance To (Coal City Press, 
2014) was a 2015 Kansas Notable 
Book. Beckemeyer lives in Wichita, 
Kansas, and is a retired engineer 
and scientific journal editor. His 
work has been nominated for 
Pushcart and Best of the Net 
awards and was selected for Best 
Small Fictions 2019. He served as 
President of Kansas Authors Club 
from 2016-2017. 

William J. Karnowski makes his home 
in Wamego, Kansas, where Karnowski 
owns a construction company with his 
brother, makes furniture, and writes 
poetry by night. He is the author of 
seven books of poetry. He served as 
president of Kansas Authors Club in 
2014-2015.  

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ aŜŀŘƻǿƭŀǊƪ tǊŜǎǎ ƻŦ 9ƳǇƻǊƛŀΣ 

Y{Σ  ŦƻǊ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƳŀǩƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ  
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.ƻƻƪ ǇǊƛƴǝƴƎ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ 
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